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Carrying the Message of Christ through Lent-  on being a clay pot 

“We carry this precious Message around in the unadorned clay pots of our ordinary 
lives. That's to prevent anyone from confusing God's incomparable power with us.  
As it is, there's not much chance of that. You know for yourselves that we're not 
much to look at. We've been surrounded and battered by troubles, but we're not   
demoralized; we're not sure what to do, but we know that God knows what to do; 
we've been spiritually terrorized, but God hasn't left our side; we've been thrown 
down, but we haven't broken. What they did to Jesus, they do to us—trial and      
torture, mockery and murder; what Jesus did among them, he does in us—he 
lives!”  (2 Corinthians 4:7-10,  The Message)  

At an auction a couple of years ago, I bought a wonderful clay pitcher. I loved the 
character that showed on its worn surface and interior. The auctioneer said it was    
a good piece. “Good all the way!” But, I found a little “flea bite” (a chip) on the top 
and a few cracks in the glaze but it was a good piece indeed, as attested by the  
other person bidding against me! You could tell it had served many and been       
well cared for over the years.  

It wouldn’t be so bad to have someone say the same about our life. “He was good 
all the way.” “She served many over the years.” You know, we’re not so different 
from that clay pitcher ourselves. We are earthen vessels serving God’s purposes, 
accumulating some cracks and “flea bites” along the way.    

Every winter season is one of illnesses, surgeries or hospitalizations for many of    
us and our congregation. Our sister in Christ, Linda Wiselogel, joined the church        
triumphant, sooner than any of us were ready for her to do so, after a courageous 
battle with cancer. Some of these things come as expected. Some came as          
unplanned bumps and detours in our planned out days. We’ve been reminded of 
how fragile and weak these earthen vessels or “clay pots” of ours are. It makes        
it that much more amazing to me that God chooses us and our earthen vessels      
to  carry Christ, the Living Water, into this world! Not just when we are new and         
polished, but even when we are well worn by illness, age, and experience.            
We are all wonderfully made-new creations that also become gracefully               
used people with our cracks and chips and age spots showing.       

Our fragile human nature and weaknesses remind us that God gives us no           
reason to boast in ourselves. Rather, God chooses to display His power through   
our weaknesses and humanity to make it clear where the real power in our lives 
comes from.                                                                                      (cont. next page)             
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(From the Pastor’s Pen……... Cont.) 

I see this kind of power most everyday as your pastor and companion in Christ.        
I see it in you as you work, worship, serve, be challenged by and enjoy life day to 
day. I see it as you persevere through illness or adversity or grief in ways you would   
never have planned. And God and His glory and grace show through your journey, 
making you “good all the way. ”We can be at our wit’s end with no solution we can 
think of, yet we are never at hope’s end. When we do not know what to do, we     
never doubt and can always trust there is something God can do. This truth and 
promise shows in you. One person put it this way, “This treasure in you: is a calm, 
quiet, steady thing that attracts attention as people watch you go about your daily 
lives. How can these plain pots live in such peace and satisfaction?  They don’t    
appear adequate. How can they be so steady when they are so fragile and life is   
so  threatening?”  

A not so perfect, well-worn clay pot: this is the way God wants to display His        
precious treasure in us. God does so in such a way that He makes clear what real   
power looks like and where it really comes from. How often we seem surprised 
when things start breaking down or giving out in these finite bodies and minds of 
ours. And yet, this is the way God created us. It’s all part of the plan. We have         
to trust that even then, we are “good all the way.” Even in our weakness and            
brokenness of our body or mind; in our faltering  faith: that treasure within us,       
that power of God, becomes visible and active as we accept the gifts with the       
limitations or threats. We can do so because we believe that God is always with    
us, shaping, filling, fixing, sealing these clay pots and lives and faith of ours.        

Our bodies and our souls are the work of God’s hands. Are you willing to      
be the earthen vessel God says you are? Do you believe God’s promise 
through Christ Jesus that you indeed can be “good all the way?” 

Lent gives us forty days of scared time to think about such things and make new  
discoveries and commitments in this relationship with our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Maybe we will read our Bible more often. Maybe we will pray more regularly. 
Maybe we will practice trusting God with more of our everyday lives. Maybe we will 
try to more fully accept who we are now and how powerfully Christ can work  
through us in all the times of our life. These ways and others that Christ and the 
Word lift up to us opens us up, fills in the cracks, and puts the pieces back             
together in these well-worn and used lives of ours. They allow our earthen vessels, 
our clay pots, to be filled and refilled with God’s living water and make us ready      
to share Christ with others.  

In these imperfect bodies of ours Christ is made visible and available 
to others. This is the treasure we share with one another by God’s 
grace and design. God’s love has stamped you “good all the way.” 
Live your life fully in this truth. Know that you are filled and refilled   
by the Holy Spirit so you may pour yourself out for others each day. 
Use your earthen vessel to live well and to love as Jesus loves you. 

 In Christ’s service,         Pastor Bonnie  
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The Session of GBPC 
 

 

Tracy Schoppe–  

850 867-5372 

schoppepcb@aol.com 

Clerk of Session   
 

Lenny Zacher– 850 867-3770 

tennis850@aol.com 
 

Beve Lutz- 850 235-7349 

meinschatz406@aol.com 

Treasurer 
 

Ron Coleman-850 890-1172 

dirtft.coleman@gmail.com 
 

Wanda Pflugfelder- 

850 249-3396 

Wanda_griffin@hotmail.com 
 

Jim Price– 850 830-3612 

jbprice0@gmail.com 
 

Betsy Balmer– 850 348-2890 

aprilfoolb@yahoo.com 
 

Tari Sale– 850 238-2756 

mrstsale@gmail.com 
 

Bob Lemken- 636 485-2189 

mrbb44@gmail.com 
 

Rev. Bonnie Wilkins–  

870 415-2082 

gbpcpastor@gmail.com 

Moderator of Session  
 

Prayer Love Line:    

Mary Foist     

myseaclusion@gmail.com  

High Tea The women of Sara 

Circle held their annual High Tea on Saturday, 
Feb., 20

th
.  It was an wonderful time of           

fellowship and community. Everyone wore   
their own hat or one of the many beautiful     
and unique hats brought by Tari Sale.  

We had   a finger food feast and shared many 
warm and cozy pots of tea. There was not an 
empty chair at any table. What a blessing to 
share this time together. Thank you to everyone 
who planned and created this festive space and 
event. High Tea has been a tradition of sister-
hood for quite a few years here at Gulf Beach 
Presbyterian Church.    
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 Holy Week Service Schedule 

March 20th :  Palm Sunday, -  Confirmation Class joins the 
church: Kyra Stevenson, Katherine Burke, Web Burke, Olivia 
Burke 

March 24th:  Maundy Thursday soup and service 6 p.m. at 
Gulftreat 

March 27th:  Easter Sunday 

Locking up our buildings… 

Many of us have keys and use various church facilities for our           
activities, events and ministries. We have a problem in that doors    
are sometimes left unlocked. Please be diligent in ensuring that all 
doors are locked (and lights  are turned off, and thermostats are       
reset) when you complete your work at our little pink church.                 
                     Thanks, Property Committee 

 

Pastor Bonnie leads the Chapel Service at Superior Residences, the 1
st
  

Monday of the month at 3p (a new time).  She is looking for a volunteer to 
play piano. If you are available any month, please contact her. There is a 
wonderful group of residents who love to sing. We use our little red hymn 
books in chapel. Also, everyone is invited to come and share in this        
ministry to our community. Come worship and sing with us! 

 

We have freezers to store meat. Please 
consider picking up small packages of 
meat to share with our pantry families.  

We also have ongoing needs of Ziplock 
Freezer bags and paper towels. 
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Extraordinary Women Conference 2016: Pensacola, FL  on April 22-23, 2016 at 

Pensacola Bay Center. Please contact: www.ewomen.net or call 800.526.8673 

A Big Thank You to: Molly Allen, Bob Lemken, and Jim Price 

for all the sweat equity the have put in on Saturday, Feb. 20th 

preparing  the space for the new church vegetable  garden, We 

appreciate all the hard work to make God’s garden so beautiful! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=food+pantry+images&view=detailv2&qpvt=food+pantry+images&id=FAF2447094E9E24B08FD34B5739F1A129C862EFA&selectedIndex=2&ccid=KgQUF0MU&simid=608021409815332117&thid=OIP.M2a0414174314c4a0c6d87085b0b1bae9o0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=cross+easter+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=FEBE2D1D6D0D7B6BD39B0C36D05F208147E7DCB9&selectedIndex=126&ccid=FfFH0R5X&simid=608039590448596296&thid=OIP.M15f147d11e574fc431892ca58875b32eo0


 

 

Beach Tidings is published monthly to inform members and friends of church news, upcoming 

events, and “for spiritual nurture. Deadline for contributions is the 15th of each month. Contributions 

are subject to editing with regard to subject matter, space requirements and timely submission.     

We appreciate your kind and thoughtful cooperation. For weekly updates, please come to the     

Worship Service each Sunday morning to receive your copy of the Bulletin and Announcements. 
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Church and the Arts:  24th Year of the Concert Series 

Thanks to everyone who worked to make this year’s concert series a           
wonderful blessing and success! Special thanks to our guest performers:       

David Searing, the Arnold HS Jazz Ensembles, and Brian Muth.  

Thanks to everyone who prepared the concert space, welcomed our guests, 
prepared snacks, and cleaned up and reset the space each week.  A huge thank 

you to everyone who came out and supported the musicians and our church. 
We look forward to planning and presenting the 25th Concert  Series            

again next year—a silver anniversary edition!!  

Dogwood Acres  
Dogwood hosted a Middle/High School Weekend Conference on   

February 19-21. There were 92 students from church's all over the 

Presbytery. Three were from here at Gulf Beach (Web, Catherine, 

and Olivia). With all the chaperones, workshop leaders and college 

students serving as small group leaders, the camp hosted a total of 

119 people. This year’s theme was “The Great Adventure,” and the kids enjoyed a 

weekend filled with small groups, workshops, keynotes, worship and recreation.  

The event was put together by the Presbyterian Youth Council. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Dogwood Acres Workday is scheduled for Thursday, March 17th, all day. If 

you can come help with various projects around the camp, they would appreciate it! 

http://www.bayschools.com/arnoldhighband/Programs/JazzEnsemble.aspx
https://www.reverbnation.com/brianmuth
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Winter+Concert+&view=detailv2&&id=651069DFEC766E591E87826A3A8F03D845E8F55C&selectedIndex=17&ccid=vKTOaQou&simid=608044697098390678&thid=OIP.Mbca4ce690a2e9ee8b9c551c59c2853f6o0


 

 

Our Daily Bread for KIDS               
    Reading  the Bible will help you know about God 
Do-OVER  -  Have you ever been given a do-over 
when you messed u? Maybe you kicked the ball the 
wrong way and your coach or friend let you try again .  
Do-overs are great! It’s nice to be able to start over 
when something doesn’t go right the first time.  
 
People who believe  in Jesus Christ get a great big do-over. God’s Word tells us that    
anyone who believes that Jesus is the Son of God is a “ne creation.”  (take some time to  
read 2 Corinthians 5:17)That means the bad choices they made before they trusted     
Jesus are not held against them. Their sins have been forgiven. They can now live a new 
life that pleases God. When we are sorry for our sins and ask God to forgive us, Jesus 
wipes those sins away.   
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Presbyterian Women   
 
Sara Circle meets the 2nd Tues. of the month at 12:30PM. See you on 
March 8th!  Led by Elder Bev Lutz   
 
Evening Women’s Circle meet for a shared meal and bible study 
the 4th Monday of each month at 6:00PM. See you on March 
28th!   Led by Elder Betsy Balmer. 
   

110th PW Gathering, Saturday, March 19th, at First Presbyterian, Ft. Walton Beach, 

FL. Registration begins at 9 a.m. Lunch is $10. 

 

Hands and Hearts Caregiver Support Group meet every 

Thursday, 1-2PM. This is a small group of men and women who   

gather each week to offer care for one another and to share their  

caregiving  experiences in hopes that their solutions may in some   

way be of  benefit to others. Led by Elder Wanda Pflugfelder.  

 
 

Jazz for the Soul—March 9th @ 7 p.m. 
 
Come and worship with us every 2nd Wed. of the month at 
7:00pm in Gulftreat. Jazz music by the accomplished jazz   
pianist, Amanda Matthews and invited guests musicians.  
Communion is celebrated at this service each month.  
 
 

For more information, contact:  Lenny Zacher, Worship Team 
(850 867-3770)  or  Rev. Bonnie Wilkins (850 234-3161)  
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Our Vision:  Transforming lives by the love of Christ Jesus through Witness, 

Mission, and Evangelism.  
 

Our Mission: To be a place where the community can come  together in Christ  

and provide, through God  and his Word, love, comfort and joy to all. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=womens+group+images&view=detailv2&&id=5C9693CEC388BCBE0829167FC45AFE548CD440CA&selectedIndex=6&ccid=KnWXbZnI&simid=607994609196599083&thid=OIP.M2a75976d99c813c63415f41021fda3fbo0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=jazz+images&view=detailv2&&id=245F1C36603629B2B86E832D18B0178808215E31&selectedIndex=115&ccid=MGgRgMLS&simid=608037889577715220&thid=OIP.M30681180c2d2121aa4b135ad9eab01b3o0


 

 

You’re invited to hit the 

beach again this year 

with TSid Krew and our 

church during Spring 

Break to share the 

Good News and be a 

positive presence 

among the young adult visitors on the beach this month. In the words of one of the previous 

volunteers, “It’s not the goal of the Krew to point out what they are doing wrong, it is to share 

with them God’s Love.” Last year, Rev. Bonnie Wilkins, Thad Wilkins, Tammy Price and one 

of our  winter guests, spent time in the sand with Spring Breakers from all over the country 

and I internationally. Last year, 14 local churches and ministries formed TSID Krew and will 

be  working in cooperation again this spring break with law enforcement officials and local    

businesses. The group’s name comes from the word Tsidkenu, one of the seven redemptive 

names for Jehovah God meaning “righteousness” in Jeremiah 23:5-6.  

On March 7th, volunteers will hit the beaches again handing out ice cold water, wristbands, 

and a spring break survival guide as they interacting with the Spring Breakers. Last year,  

the goal of the TSID Krew was 10,000 opportunities to meet spring breakers and give     

them    water and a survival guide. They ended up meeting over 17,000 college students 

during our three week initiative. Water is a key contact point because many of the students 

encountered were “thirsty” and being able to meet the physical need of water, the door     

was then opened for volunteers to have dialogs with them about more life changing topics,    

Including presenting the Gospel. The goal this year is 10,000 interactions, but better          

interactions, one at a time – to slow them down, connect, and share Jesus with them,       

particularly by sharing faith stories and experiences with them.  

Would you like to be a volunteer with the Krew? We will have our tent on the sand behind 

Sharkey’s. This year, it will be a cell phone charging station for 50+ phones. There will also 

be games and activities happening around the tent. We believe this will help slow down kids 

and create more interaction time. A late afternoon group will also be at the walkway by Club 

LaVela as the beaches empties. Volunteering here may not be for the first-timer or faint of 

heart. We will be there again this year to be a positive and peaceful presence and Christian 

witness along with law enforcement presence at a very challenging location. The Krew      

will also have several sunset acoustical concerts each week on the beach as another              

opportunity to connect with the Spring Breakers in a positive and slowed down time.  

Rev. Bonnie said, “We are hoping for even more volunteers from all the churches this year. 

Our goal is 150+. If you have an hour or two, or more, one day, or each week….whatever 

your schedule allows, come and hit the beach with us. The final Volunteer information    

meeting will be held Wednesday, March 2
nd

 at 10:00 a.m. at The Pour Coffee House, 12902 

Front Beach Rd., Panama City Beach. Pastor Bonnie can also answer your questions and 

get you involved. Pray for God’s blessing and leading of this unified ministry on the beach! 

Donations are still needed ($7,500 of the $11,000 budget for supplies, water, and concerts 

has been received to date).  
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The SHEPHERDING TEAM is available to you at anytime for member care. 
Please feel free to call on them. 
 
Lenny Zacher 850-867-3770    tennis850@ail.com 

Wanda Pflugfelder   850-249-3396          reinholdwanda@msn.com 

Edna Adams  850-230-2540    ednaadams@comcast.net 

Beve Lutz  850-35-7349    meinschaatz406@aol.com 

Adrian Wynter 850-691-7529    yoitsadrian@me.com 

Tammy Price  615-483-6067    tprice118@hotmail.com 

Jim Price  850-830-3612    jbprice0@gmail.com 

Linda Coleman 850-890-0161    antiquegeek55@yahoo.com 

Ron Coleman 850-890-1172    dirtft.coleman@gmail.com 

Suzanne Burke 850-867-5371   suzannegilmoreburke@gmail.com 

Lorraine Gilmore  850-867-5370   lorrainegilmore46@gmail.com 

Grace Piano  850-481-3123 

 

The “Love Line” is available for your prayer needs, announcements and celebra-

tions.  Just email  your requests to Mary Foist at:  myseaclusion@gmail.com 
 

 

First Together Fellowship is dedicated to building                
relationships, fostering spiritual growth, and providing            
assistance through socializing, visiting, resource building,    
loving and caring. Our activities together will seek to deepen 
our relationship with Christ, each other, and our community.  
Activities throughout the year will include day trips, concerts, 
movies, service projects, forum discussions, meals.  

 

               Check out these First Together activities this month: 
 

Food, Fun, & Fellowship meet at 10:00AM every Friday in the Fellowship Hall  
 

First Tuesday is a monthly meal at an area restaurant (dutch-treat). We are having 

our monthly fellowship supper at Mike’s Café on March 1st at 4:30PM. We have a 
great time talking, laughing, eating, and getting to know one another. Usually about    

a dozen or so of us meet each month. Come join the fellowship!   
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednes-
day 

Thursday Friday Saturday 

             

  1 2 3 4 5 

  4:30p 
First Together 
Supper 

9:30a Spring 
Break  
Ministry Mtg. 
at the Pour 

10:30a Lent 
Bible Study 
 
1:00p 
Caregiver 
Support 
Group 
 

10:00a 
Food, Fun, 
Fellowship 

  

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

9:00a Sunday 
School / Choir 
10:15a Worship 
11:15a Coffee and 
Donuts 
11:30a Potluck 
12:30a Confirma-
tion Class 

3:00p Chapel 
at Superior  
Residences 
 
 
5:30p  
Worship 
Committee 

12:30p Sara  
Circle 

7:00p  
Jazz  
Worship 

10:30a Lent 
Bible Study 
 
1:00p 
Caregiver 
Support 
Group 

10:00a 
Food, Fun, 
Fellowship 

Shepherd’s 
Neighborhood 
Canvassing 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

9:00a Sunday 
School / Choir 
10:15a Worship 
11:15a Coffee and 
Donuts 
 
Daylight Savings 
Time Begins 

 5:30p  
Session 

   10:30a Lent 
Bible Study 
 
1:00p 
Caregiver 
Support 
Group 
 
Dogwood 
Acre Workday 
(all  day) 

10:00a 
Food, Fun, 
Fellowship 

9:00a  
Presbyterian 
Women 110th  
Annual Mtg. 
Ft. Walton 
Beach 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

Palm Sunday 
9:00a Sunday 
School / Choir 
10:15a Worship 
 

5:30p  
Stewardship 
Committee 

   10:30a Lent 
Bible Study 
 
1:00p 
Caregiver 
Support 
Group 
6:00p Maundy 
Thurs. Meal 
and  Service 

10:00a 
Food, Fun, 
Fellowship 

  

27 28 29 30 31   

Easter Sunday 
9:00a Sunday 
School / Choir 
10:15a Worship 
11:15a Coffee and 
Donuts 
 

6:00p  
Evening 
Women’s 
Circle 

     1:00p 
Caregiver 
Support 
Group 
 

    

  

March 2016 


